NCRS AUSTRALIAN CHAPTER
Newsletter
January Februariarch 205

Jim Hornaday white Corvette collection ZRl, fuelly, ZO6 Very impressive
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OFFICE BEARERS
President Murray Forman StateRepresentatives

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Officer
Merchandise
Webmaster

Editor

No. Plate Registrar

Event Co-ord.

Committee

Public Officer

Legal Advisor

Rod Grogan

Wendy Forman

Glen Shreeve

Joe Caruana

Andrew Christopolous
Gary Cowans

Wendy Forman

Rod Grogan

Murray Forman
Rod Grogan

Harry Turner
Ross Reynolds
Graham Tydeman
Murray Forman

Andrew Christopolous

Western Australia
Terry Martin

South Australia
TBA

Queensland
TBA

New South Wales
Murray Forman
Ph: 025678330

Victoria
TBA

Note: The State Rep is
normally the first point
of contact for enquiries
regarding NCRS
Australiamembership or
general club info.
Enquiries from Tasmanidg
covered by VICRep,
from NT covered by SA
Rep

Club Contact Details

NCRS Australia Inc. PO Box 207 Kurmond NSW 2757
eagleviews@bigpond.com
roadhouse @aapt.net.au
eagleviews@bigpond.com
gary.cowans@bigpond.com
shreevefamily2@gmail.com

President: Murray Forman (02) 4567-8330
Vice President: Rod Grogan 0429460430
Editor: Wendy Forman 0488906364
Webmaster: Gary Cowans 0418940562
Treasurer: Glen Shreeve ’
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WA: Terry Martin OLD: TBA NSW: Murray Forman

VIC: TBA
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Presidents Repodt the AGM Murray Forman

| apologise for the delayed distribution of this newsletter. Wendy and | needed to
await the conclusion of the Australian National Convention, which concluded on 31
March 2025.

The National Convention saw an excellent turnout, with our members achieving
remarkable success in the trophy awards. Congratulations to all winners for their
outstanding accomplishments.

Special recognition goes to the WA members who undertook a challenging Road
Tour to Perth. Their dedication was commendable, though the journey encountered
setbacks: John Neskudla experienced radiator damage due to a pulley and fan
malfunction, while MatA | exander 6s sump drain plug
Luck Award. Despite these issues, both members demonstrated resilience by flying
to Sydney, hiring a vehicle, driving to Parkes, and actively participating in the
Convention.

Upcoming Events

A A Judging Meet is scheduled in Perth on 17 May.

A Planning is underway for additional Judging Meets in Sydney and
Queensland details will follow shortly.

International Engagement

Wendy and I, along with Glen Shreeve and Patrick Hehir, will attend the National
Convention in Las Vegas this year. We encourage members to join us for this
unparalleled experience.

In Memoriam

We extend our deepest condolences to the family of Tony Carnevale, a cherished
member who passed away earlier this year. His absence will be profoundly felt
within our chapter.

Murray Forman
President, NCRS Australia

S e cr eReport gt the AGM/ Editors

This year has seen a significant shift in communication patterns, with club
newsletters transitioning from postal mail to email distribution. This change has
contributed to reduced physical correspondence. Members wishing to review these
digital updates marequest forwarded copies at any tong&mply reach out, and |

will promptly share the relevant materials
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Address Update

OQur chapterodés post al address has been

P.O. Box 292, Kurrajong, NSW 2758
Please discontinue using the previous Kurmond address to avoid delivery delays
Newsletter Contributions

To enrich future newsletters, members are encouraged to duiehieditorials
accompanied by photosparticularly highlighting travel plans or notable

experiences. Sharing these updates fosters connection and keeps the chapter infori

about membersé6é activities
Thank you for your ongoing engagement. | look forward to continuing my role as
Secretary & Editor in the coming year.
Wendy Forman

Secretary & Editor

Wendy Forman, Secretary & Editor.

Nothing to report this Newsletter

Nothingto reportthis newsletter

Welcome to all new Members to our Chapter
Tom Maskrey WA
John Legate USA
Lewis Collins WA

Wanda Jurek WA
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Nothing this mortt

NCRS Australia sends their condolences to Carla on the passing of Tony
Our wishes and thoughts are with you May he repeaceHe will be sadly missed.

Restoring a 1961 Corvette hardtopcanbeaaunt i ng task, but I
preserve its classic char m. | f your h
scratched or dull, or there are cracks near the rivets, you have three main options:
1 Buy a replacement hardtopoutright for $9,454 USD ($13,977 AUD) * plus
international shipping.
1 Ship your hardtop to the U.S. for restorationat $6,453 USD ($9,540 AUD)
* plus roundtrip shipping.
1 Purchase a repair kitfor $2,011 USD ($2,973 AUD) * plus shipping. This kit
includes rear plexiglass, side quarter windows, rubber seals, screws, and mor
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A Word of Advice: Consider Professional Restoration

While the repair kit may seem like a ceftective solution, restoring a Corvette
hardtop yourself can be incredibly challenging. Based on my experience, | strongly
recommend sending your hardtoptoathSased speciali st for
why:

My DIY Experience

In June 2021, | embarked on restoring my hardtop using a repair kit. The process w
far from straightforward:

1. Disassembly:Removing parts like the header bar was tricky but manageable
with patience.

2. Replacing Seals and Windowstnstalling new seals and side quarter
windows went relatively smoothly.

3. Rear Window Installation: This step proved to be the most challenging. The

holes in the rubber seal didnodét al.i
requiring me to drill new holes in the rublierla defect acknowledged by the
supplier.

Despite my best efforts, installing the rear window required more than two hands an
specialised tools. Even professionals struggled; one auto shop attempted the job bu
returned it incomplete after charging $300 and advising me not to disclose their
involvement!

The completed Hard Top

The Mental Toll
The projectonsumed countless hours and caused significant frustration. Each

obstacle forced me to pause for days or even weeks to figure out my next steps.
Lessons Learned

1 Specialised Tools Are EssentiaDrilling plexiglass requires lovepeed drills
and lubrication (e.g., WE0). Rivets demand tools like the Aero RieT ool
($100 USD).
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1 Precision Is Key:Aligning steel retainers with rubber seals and securing them
with studs and barrel nuts is painstaking work that requires patience and
accuracy.

1 Professional Expertise Matters:Specialists can complete these tasks
efficiently without the trialanderror that plagues DIY efforts.

1
Final Thoughts

Restoring a 1961 Corvette hardtop is not for the fagdrted. Unless you have
extensive experience and the right tools, outsourcing this task to professionals will
save you time, money, and frustration.

While DIY might seem economical initially, unexpected challenges can quickly
escalate costs and stress levels.

* Note: Prices correct in 2023.

Photos of theProcess

Figurel. Crack in the rear corner o
the plexiglass

Figure 2. Old hard weather strips
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Figure 3. New rubber for the rear windows is all one piece, including si
windows. Here with new sidewindows in. Protective tape to avoid
slipping and scratching the top.

g

/ ‘ 1&’ L~
; l“'v - v‘ "?
b i P — " o

Figure 4. The holes in the new rubbers do not match any of the holes
in the frames surrounding the side and rear windows. New rubbers had
to be drilled tomatch frames.
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~ Sharon & Andrewds shed

Today's NCRS Corvette Shed meeting at Sharon & Andrew's was an absolute blast
The turnout was fantastic, and it was wonderful to catch up with old friend Ray
Thompson, who we hadn't seamyears.

Andrew's impressive shed, showcasing three stunning Corvettes, was the perfect
backdrop for our gathering. With coffee and beer flowing freely, everyone felt right
at home.
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But the real star of the show was Sharon's incredible BBQ sprafasblutely
delicious! Thanks very much Sharon & Andrew!

We can't wait for the next one. It's events like these that remind us why we love being par
of this vibrant NCRS Corvett€ommunity
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Imagine strolling into a typical Saturday morning gathering of the West Australian NCRS
Members in Wangara, only to be blown away by an unexpected arrival: a stti@bihg

Fuel Injected Corvette. This beauty emerged from a nearby mechanic's business, drawn by
the allure of our Corvettes. Glen and Terry were immediately captivated, as evident from tf
photos
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But that was just the beginning. We followed the Corvette back to its garage, where we
stumbled upon a treasure trove of automotive history. The owner, Alan Little, had once run
Holden dealership in Kalgoorlie and had relocated his incredible collgotMfangara.

The shed was filled with meticulously restofE#0s and 1950s FX and FJ
Holden models, including Utes, Panel Vans, and grey motors. The piece de résistance was
an impressive collection of Holden memorabilia, showcasing the rich automotive heritage c
Western Australia
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And if that wasn't enough, we also celebrated a special moment when John and Mick
generously lent their Corvettes for a friend's wedding in Dwellingup. As a heartfelt gesture,
the groom gifted Johntay replica of his 1973 Corvette complete with a 3D printed
registration number and side pipes. Meanwhile, Mick received a bottle of fine whiskey, a
fitting tribute to their contribution to the special day.

WE=— : 2 "My Pop says youd never need a push

i b B
i if you had AC Spark Plugs™

Pevths BICHoldenBopte 5 M
TERRACE DRIVE fip CITY SHOWROOMS e S
Ul dl 903-907 HAY ST. Vo elcome to
ADELAIDE TERRACE 3 = %
BF1141 (7 [P | NORTHTITY,
PROUD PIONEERS OF HOLDEN SALES & SERVICE o
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These meetings are a testament to the camaraderie and passion that defines our NCRS
Corvette community, where unexpected discoveries and heartfelt gestures make every
gathering unforgettable.
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What afantastic Day!
Yesterday, our West Australian Members of NCRS Aust. embarked on a spectacula

road tour to Core Cider in Pickering Brook.
[ ——— ’
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The began with our traditil mexgt at BP Southbound Baldivas, where
we were greeted by a humorous "Watch for Snakes"-sagtlassic West Australian
welcome!

Our Routeman carefully outlined the day's journey, highlighting the route through th
magnificent Darling Range. The drive was spectacular, with our line of gleaming
Corvettes cutting through the landscape, passing the impressive Canning Dam and
winding through the picturesque Perth Hills.

As we arrived at Core Cider, the dedicated dusty parking area welcomed our convo
The venue was looking spectacular, with the orchard bathed in beautiful summer
sunlight. The dust kicked up by our arrival only added to the authentic West
Australian Roadrtp atmosphere
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Lunch was the highlight of the day set menu that impressed everyone. Terry was
particularly delighted to discover they had beer on tap, which was an unexpected bont
at a cider house. The food was exceptional, and the conversation flowed as frieely as 1

drinks.

It was wonderful to see some members brought along friends and family to share in the
day, including Morten's mother visiting from Norway. We hope the day was not too

warm for her.
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After a leisurely lunch and some socializing, we headed honvashb the dust off
our Corvettes, another memorable club run completed.

Total distance: Approximately 120 km

Participants: 19 Corvettes

Weather: Warm and clear

Highlight: The scenic drive and excellent lunch at Core Cider

Special Thanks to John Neskudla

A heartfelt thank you to John Neskudla for orchestrating another outstanding NCRS
road tour.

His meticulous planning and attention to detail made the Core Cider event a
resounding success. From selecting the scenic route through the Darling Range to
coordinating the lunch venue, John's efforts ensured every member enjoyed a
memorable day out.

John's skill as our club's "Routeman” was evident in the carefully mapped journey,
which took us through some of Western Australia's most picturesque landscapes. H
commitment to creating engaging club experiences continues to be a cornerstone o
our NCRScommunity.

We deeply appreciate the time and energy John invests in planning these events. H
passion for Corvettes and dedication to the club do not go unnoticed. We eagerly
anticipate his next road tour and the unique experience it will undoubtedly provide.

Thank you, John, for making our NCRS experiences extraordinary.

e
.....

Route Man

/ R&
2 \Il
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We loaded up both thears Wendy & | in the C8 & Tony in Rocky

Our first stop was at the Dog on The Tuckerbox at Gundagai
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After staying the night in Gundagai, we headed off to Hay to meet up with the NCRS
Road Tour from Perth to Parkes. On the way we pabsedagnificent Packard
Clipper
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rZO6 Corvette
On arrival atHay, we met up with the guys from Perth

Patriclkés Corvette

B

zane and eée Corvette
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We decided to go to the Pub next door for a welcome dinner.
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