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Jim Horniday has nearly finished his latest HSV project 

 More to follow in the next newsletter about the Left hand conversion Maloo Ute  
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Presidents Report - Murray Forman  
 

As you are aware, we are still in the middle of the pandemic, so there has not been very 

much activity in the Chapter. 

WA and QLD have been able to do some breakfast runs, hopefully with the easing of 

restrictions, the rest of Australia will be able to free up restrictions. 

 

Later on, in the year, we are hoping to carry out a Judging Meet in WA, QLD and NSW. 

We will keep you in the loop on the viability of these. 

 

Our Chapter is in a very strong Member and financial situation. I have been reporting to the 

National Body on our viability of the Chapter in Australia. 

 

At the last three Nationals, we have received a Top Flight Status because of the covid 

situation, this program has been put on hold, but Gary has still been reporting to the National 

Body. We will continue to participate in the Chapter Flight program hopefully to regain 

Flight status in 2021. 

Please stay safe, look forward to seeing you all at Chapter events in the future. 

 

Next year the Australian Corvette National will be held in Canberra. We received this from 

Terry Ruse the President. 

 

Registrations for Corvette Nationals 2021, Canberra, 2-5 April 2020 fully refunded if the 

event is cancelled because of any COVID-19 lockdowns 
  

Arrangements for the Corvette Nationals 2021 in Canberra are in place for an enjoyable long 

Easter weekend on 2-5 April 2021! 

Please note that our Club has made the decision to fully refund registration fees if the event 

is cancelled because of COVID-19 lockdowns. 

The Corvettes of Canberra Club looks forward to welcoming Vette enthusiasts, and thanks 

those who have already registered. 

The Pavilion Hotel on Northbourne Ave, the host hotel for the Nationals, has also confirmed 

that there will be no charges against reservations which are cancelled because of any 

lockdowns. 

We hope this will encourage our fellow Vette enthusiasts to go ahead with their registrations. 

Thanks, Terry Ruse President 

Corvettes of Canberra Club 
terryruse47@gmail.com and 0418 430 484 

 

Murray Forman 

President. 

mailto:terryruse47@gmail.com
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Vice Presidents Report 

 

Hi everyone, 

As you may have guessed, there is not much to report due to all the restrictions.  

Because State restrictions have been varied, we have all had to adjust our run schedules 

accordingly. Some States have been lucky, such as Western Australia and Queensland. 

However, NSW has faced more challenges with social distancing. We are looking forward to 

the easing of these restrictions so that we can once again enjoy our cars and the company of 

likeminded enthusiasts.  

Personal experience has shown that many of us are using this time to work on our cars, and 

we expect that once we regain our freedoms, we should see a few more new or improved 

Vettes on the road.  

Letôs hope that our Christmas celebrations can go ahead as usual. Please donôt hesitate to 

contact Murray or myself regarding your plans and requirements for your Statesô event. 

Rod Grogan VP NCRS Australia 

Secretaryôs Report / Editors 
 

 In the Secretaries position, we have received some communication from various Corvette 

Clubs, but they are in the same position as us with their activities cancelled. 

 

There has been no mail sent out since the last Newsletter. 

 

As Editor, it is so hard to produce editorials without Members input, so please, send me 

photos and editorials on things you have been doing while in this pandemic situation. 

 

Awaiting on your input thank you. 

Wendy Forman 

Editor   Secretary. 

Treasurers Report 
 

As of the 24th September 2020 we have $19465.54 in the bank 
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NCRS WA Roadtour February 2, 2020 

 
The annual NCRS WA Road Tour set of from the Caltex Garage in Toodyay Road at the bottom of the 

Darling Range with 9 members Corvettes and friends in a variety of vehicles including a Triumph TR6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the start of the run the non-chrome bumper Corvettes didnôt know which way to go! Perhaps their 

GPS was not on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The girls had a meeting prior to the run starting 

 

 
Off we goéé.. 
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The route was a 60km cruise up the escarpment through Brigadoon, past Bells Rapids, Avon Valley lookout, 

up and down the dips on Lancewood Road known among car clubs as ñThe Rollercoasterò and stopping at 

Brocks Memorial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View into the Avon Valley with Bells Rapids on the Avon River below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sweeping bends and the Roller coaster 
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Peter Brockôs Memorial 

Peter Brock, dubbed "Peter Perfect" and "King of the Mountain" died on 8 September 2006, while driving in 

the Targa West '06 rally. Brock was 3 km from the finish of the second stage of the race at Gidgegannup, 

about 40 km from Perth, Western Australia when he skidded off a downhill left-hand bend on Clenton Road 

for over 50 metres in his 2001 Daytona Sportscar and hit a tree sideways, in the driver's door. The memorial 

is near the crash site and we stopped for a moment of reflection and a group photo before headed of along 

the gum tree shaded roads through the forest to the Mt Helena Tavern for lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 
As there was so many of us, we had to have two tables 

 

 



 

 

NCRS AUSTRALIA INC CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

 

July Aug Sept 2020   Page 11 of 46 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mortens Mum and Dad from Norway came along for the ride. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joe and Ron share a joke and Old Gary has a beer and a sleep after organising everything.  

What about a new hat for Gary, Murray? 

 

A fantastic time was had by all with safe driving, good food and good company. In fact, we had such a good 

time we a thinking of having a Spring tour later in the year and making it a bi-annual event. 

Members attending were; 

 

Antonella & Terry Martin  (2009 ZR1), Ron Flood (1969 Coupe), Morton Benjaminsen and Danielle 

Atkinson (70 Convertible), Sharon & Andrew Ridge (64 Convertible), Pat Hehir (2014 Coupe), Ian 

Gibbings 66 Coupe), Wendy & Neil Bishop (73 Coupe), Natalie & Steve Tchorzewski (78 Coupe) and 

Gary Cowans (65 Coupe). 

Friends attending were; 

Mortens Mum and Dad, Unni & Willy  Benjaminsen, Dave Jenkins (TR6), Ron Baker, Joe Italiano 

and Charlie Barron  
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WA Roadtour York Motor Show  
 

 
NCRS WA was invited by Greg Morris to come along on the Fibre Glassics #8 run to The York Motor 

Show on September 2020.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This event has been going for a many years and is organised by the W.A. Veteran Car Clubôs York  

Division. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here we are already to set off on the way to York at 8AM in the morning. 
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We set off from Mundaring east into Great Eastern Highway, turning right into the road to York at The 

Lakes. This road is winding and has several overtaking lanes which Patrick and Terry in thier late models 

Vettes found very interesting! I was content to cruise while listening to the tune from my sidepipes and 

looking at the scenery through the Wondoo forest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On arrival at York we were directed to the area allocated for classic car parkin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As it was so early in the morning we decided a coffee was in order before we took a walk around to all 

the exhibitions on show. 
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There was  fascinating collection of the cars, bikes, trucks, staionery engines and motoring memrobilla on 

display 
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Members attending were 

¶ Terry Martin (2009 ZR1 C6 Coupe) 

¶ Sharon & Andrew Ridge (89 C3 Coupe) 

¶ Pat Hehir (2015 C7 Z06 Coupe 

¶ Wendy & Neil Bishop (73 C3 Coupe) 

¶ Natalie Tchorzewski (78 Coupe) 

¶ Gary Cowans & Clint Messenger (65 L78 C2 Coupe) 

¶ Allan Grime (82 Collector C3 Coupe) 

Other fibreglass cars on the run were. 

¶ Greg Morris, 1970 MARCOS GT 3 Litre 

¶ 1970 V6, 2016 ALFA ROMEO 4C Launch Edition 

¶ 1976 ALPINE RENAULT A11 

¶ 2016 COBRA 

¶ 1986 LOTUS Esprit Turbo 

¶ 1972 TVR 3000M 

¶ Two Bolwell Nagariôs. 

 

 



 

 

NCRS AUSTRALIA INC CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

 

July Aug Sept 2020   Page 17 of 46 

 

 

Jim and Shirley Hornadayôs New Project 
 
    Great to hear from you and that all is well in OZ.  We are doing fine so far, but never really know 
if we are doing enough to keep ourselves safe.  We mask, we wash frequently and we social 
distance, but we have recently had a friend test positive who works for a local Firestone shop and 
while he has recovered nicely we worry that it just keeps getting closer.  He is the first person we 
know personally to have been infected.  This is surely not the way we wanted to spend our senior 
years while we still have our health and ability to do "fun" things. 
 
  The Maloo is actually getting very close to completion and once I have the final paperwork in my 
hands, I'll be glad to give you some very detailed information on that entire process.  There are still 
portions that I don't know, but I do know that these guys are the only ones in the US that have 
successfully negotiated the legality of converting a Maloo from right to right hand drive while 
maintaining the integrity of the car and maintaining the car's original VIN. 
  Shirley's newest car looks like it will be the last of a series of cars that I have restored to honour 
my Brother who died in 1968 while serving as an F-105 Fighter Pilot during the Viet Nam War.  In 
December of 1961, while attending the US Air Force Academy, Jeff took delivery of a Roman Red 
1962 Corvette and drove it from Colorado Springs to Tampa Florida, where we lived, for the 
Christmas holidays.  I was smitten and the passion began to evolve.  Spring of 1964 he left the car 
with me to drive and maintain when I was a Junior in High School.  I went from "Jimmy who" to 
"Jimmy with the Red Corvette".  My journey was set and after his death, while I could do nothing to 
save him, I could save the cars he loved and had a plan to do just that when and if I could afford 
it.  While I have a car just like his that I restored, there have been according to Shirley, 33 cars that 
have been saved along my journey.  Some only minor restorations, others from what could only be 
described as "Bones".   
 
  I had previously restored a 1966 Corvette for Shirley but being a purist believed all real Corvettes 
had manual transmissions, I built that car as 4 speed car.  While she drove it, it never really filled 
her sports car dream, because it was not an automatic.  After I completed a 67 convertible from a 
very dilapidated 67, with a 5 speed manual transmission, she declared my restoration career 
complete, but, I swayed her to allow me to build one more but providing it had that coveted 
automatic transmission she yearned for. 
 
  The car itself had languished in a Tennessee junk yard for many years and, in fact, I had helped 
a friend in Tennessee locate the car and purchase it for a reasonable price.  It turned out that rust 
had severely damaged the Birdcage(Metal structure) under the fiberglass and the only way to 
repair this car was to completely dismantle the car to its last piece.  The cage was restructured, 
and the fiberglass was repaired and re-bonded to the cage.  At that point the new owner had a bit 
of a disagreement with the shop that was completing the work and the car was taken home and 
allowed to sit for seven years.  Deciding not to complete the restoration, the owner reached out to 
me and asked if I could help him sell the car.  I bought it and quickly realized that the work had 
only just begun. 
 
  While the previous owner had purchased many parts, the car still had no chassis, no drive 
train, no interior, and no bright work.  It was, however, a sound body and foundation for a complete 
car.  After building/restoring cars for 20 years since I retired from the Army, I had accumulated  
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many of the parts needed to complete this job.  But, after inventory of my parts, I was still missing 
a chassis, engine and transmission.  
 
 Looking to make this car modern in handling and performance, we chose to fit it with a brand new 
connect and cruise crate motor from GM and selected the LS3 with 430 horsepower connected to 
a 4L65E electronic overdrive transmission.  I wanted this car to be a comfortable touring car, so I 
located a new old stock(NOS) 1976 chassis from a friend and it came with the remnants of a 1967 
chassis that allowed me to combine the two and essentially create a new 1967 chassis.   
 
  Steering would not come from the antiquated OEM steering box but from a modern steering rack 
produced by Steeroids which is a completely bolt on system that requires no chassis 
modifications. The chassis was completed with all new ball joints, springs, and other chassis 
components in my shop and that included a 1982 rear fiberglass Corvette spring that provides a 
very nice ride quality over the aftermarket springs available. 
The differential is a 3:07 ratio unit that has been completely rebuilt with new clutch pack and 
bearings, and the braking system is pretty much stock but new and is activated by a dual 
diaphragm booster. 
 
  The cooling system is provided by DeWhit Radiator and is their direct fit for a 427 cubic engine 
and it has dual cooling fans that operate off the LS3's computer as would in a modern 
Corvette.  The fuel system is provided by "Tanks" Inc. and it is an 18-gallon unit with integrated 
electric fuel pump also operated by the engine computer.  Air conditioning is from Vintage Air and 
the interior of the car has the appearance of an original Air-Conditioned car with the top centre 
mount dash air vent. 
  The interior of the car is almost entirely from Al Knoch.  Installed by me, but the seats came from 
a long-time friend who had saved them for well over 30 years just in case someone might need 
them one day. 
 
  The gauges are from Dakota Digital and while they have the appearance of the originals, well 
almost, they provide all the data available from the GM computer and are both digital and 
analogue. 
  Paint and final body work were performed by Alex Watkins and his crew.  Basecoat/clearcoat in 
Marina Blue applied over many coats of primer and polished to a mirror finish, way beyond 
anything that would be acceptable by NCRS standards.  

 
 
 

  The result. On her first drive, Shirley proclaimed that this car drives better than any mid-
year(1963-1967) Corvette she has ever driven or ridden in.  The car is not equipped with power 
windows or cruise control but the factory telescopic steering column and the custom teak 15" vs. 
the factory 16" wheel make this car easy to get into and comfortable to drive!   
  So, there are still parts left in the garage.  At 73 years of age, is there one more car left out there 
to be saved, or does Shirley's car round out a lifetime of passion gifted to a 16-year-old boy from a 
generous older Brother? 
 
Jim Hornaday  
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         C8 Corvette in Australia 
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Ricks Garage Palmwoods Qld 
 

We have not had the severe virus restrictions here that many throughout the country have had and 
although we have not been able to get Murray into the state to manage flight judging, it's not for 
the want of trying. Twice now Murray and Wendy have been unable to enter Queensland, our flight 
judging has been postponed both times. Maybe our next scheduled date, the 8th of November will 
work? Letôs hope so lined up for our next flight judging are a pair of B2K C4 Calloway Corvettes 
belonging to Phil Andrews and Wayne Porteous.  
 
Having the judging postponed didnôt stop Phil driving his Calloway 950km from Mackay anyway, 
so we went for a run to Ricks Garage in Palmwoods on the Sunshine Coast on a perfect winterôs 
day. After breakfast there we had a late lunch in Montville then back via Maleny. Michael Smith 
joined us in his C4 Calloway as well. Where else in Australia would you find three genuine C4 
Calloway on a run together! 
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AC Delco Battery Conversion to Odyssey 
 

I have been asked about this editorial, so I am running it again 

 

 If you are unlucky like me and have a reproduction battery fail, or you have an original battery that has failed. 

You may wonder what to do with the failed carcass. So,I decided to try and covert it back to something I could 

use. 

 

 

 
 

The decision was made to remove the complete inside out of the battery and install another battery inside, 

because the case was in good condition. 

 I headed to the local battery supplier. After inspecting what was available, the decision was made to purchase 

an ODYSSEY battery model G12-V16AHEP 680 cold cranking over 5 seconds This battery is used in up 

market jump start units 

The dimensions of this battery are 184 mm Long 79mm Wide & 169 mm Long. This will fit into the old 

carcass OK.  

Back home and start the operation to remove the internals of the old battery, the first thing I did was to test 

if there was any charge left in the battery.  After finding out there was no charge left I then tipped the battery 

upside down and drained out the battery acid into a container and held on to it for proper disposal.  I then 

decided to turn the battery upside down again and with a drill I drilled two sets of holes in opposite corners, 
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 this allowed me to use a Jigsaw to cut the base around the perimeter of the old battery, as shown in the 

second photo below. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After completing this process, I was able to remove the second section to expose the lead plates and their 

insulating dividers as shown in the next photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


