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Presidents Report - Murray Form an 
 

 

We are now coming to the end of May. We have had a few events where our Members have 

attended ie: the QLD Nationals which we have a full report in this Newsletter. Breakfast 

Runs and Car Shows. 

 

We are now moving on to two Chapter Events coming up in NSW and QLD. 

Please attend both of these events and support your Chapter. For the NSW Members, who 

are on Club Plates, remember you have to attend a Chapter Judging Meet and participate to 

qualify for Club Rego So, for those who require this, please attend so you can qualify. 

 

As mentioned below, we have now joined CMC in NSW, we are already members in CMC 

in WA, so we now will be able to keep up with the changes that are being made by the 

Federal and State Governments, as changes happen, we will report them in the Newsletter. 

 

Once again, this year the National Convention in USA will be held in Greenville SC 

Wendy and I will be attending, so on our return we will give a full report in the next 

Newsletter. 

 

At the National Convention in QLD this year, at the Presidentôs Meeting, The minutes of 

that meeting are on page 41 42 of this newsletter.  There was a motion put forward to start a 

National Body to oversee and assist all the State Corvette Car Clubs and help run their 

events. It also will be operating a National website where information on all the Clubs will 

be available for anyone wishing to join a Corvette Car Club. They also will have the facility 

for the Clubs to submit their newsletters and any other information they would like to give. 

 

They are also endeavouring to come up with a standard Judging Procedure for the Show N 

Shine events, trying to make the system standard and developing a consistent playing field. 

 

This is early days and there is a lot more work to be done to get this project up and running. 

As things happen I will keep you informed. 

 

 

Murray Forman 

President. 
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Vice Presidents Report 

  
Hi Everyone, 
Hoping you all had a great Easter Break and are getting ready for the change of climate and 
getting together for some winter events. 

Breakfust run to Annangrove 
The breakfast run to Annangrove Regal Gardens is always a great place to go with a good 
roll up and the usual fantastic food at Meze Me Restaurant.  

 
 
 

A Couple of Lonely Vettes 
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GM Day 
 

General Motors Day at Penrith Museum of Fire, with over 250 great cars. NCRS had 3 cars on  
the day with Harry, Barry and myself in attendance. We had many inquiries about membership  
and general information about Corvettes. Thanks to Deb for holding the fort and refreshments.  
Congratulations to Robert Harding of NSW Corvettes, for Best Corvette in Show, ó71 C3, and all  
the volunteers that made the day happen. 
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June Chapter Meet 
Next event on the calendar, June 16, is at Murrayôs for our judging event and the following weekend, 

Breakfast run to the Grey Gums Putty. See you all there! 

Facebook 
Donôt forget to like our Facebook page to keep up to date and please send me anything interesting. 

 

 

 

 

Rod Grogan 

VP NCRS Australia  
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Secretaryôs Report 
 

The only incoming mails we have received are the Newsletters from Canberra, South 

Australia, and Western Australia Car Clubs as well as our acceptance letter from CMC 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

01 April 2019. 

 

Murray Forman. 

President, NCRS Australia Inc. 

 

Dear Murray, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to advise that at our meeting on Tuesday 26 March 2019 the assembled 

delegates voted unanimously in favour of your club's affiliation onto the Council of Motor Clubs.  

Please accept our congratulations, and welcome to the Council.  We would like to take this 

opportunity to assure you that wherever required, Council will always act in the best interests of its 

member clubs. 

Please ensure that all details are correct and that we have the personal address, including email, of 

one delegate who will receive minutes, and other information as necessary, if you are unable to 

download them from the Council's website (see below). 

Would you please also place the Council of Motor Clubs on your magazine or newsletter mailing list, 

and mark us as a ñSafe Senderò in your email address book.  This will assist Council with updates 

regarding events and other issues, which will be included in the Calendar of Events on our website.  

All magazines received are eventually forwarded to the NSW State Library Archives. 

Please feel free to contact us at any time if we can be of assistance.  Our website also has a Service 

Providers page (under Document Centre on the website) for club members to advertise their services 

to other member clubs on Council. 

The next meeting of Council is on Tuesday 28 May 2019 at the Arena Sports Club, 140 Rookwood 

Road, Yagoona, at 7:30 PM.  We hope your delegate/s will be able to attend 

Yours sincerely, 

Lester H Gough 
CMC Membership Secretary 

Tel: 02 9799 3209 

Mob: 0438 110 646 

Email: lgou2377@bigpond.net.au 

http://www.councilofmotorclubs.org.au 

 

òThe Vital Link for Motoring Clubsó 

mailto:lgou2377@bigpond.net.au
http://www.councilofmotorclubs.org.au/
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Treasurerôs Report 
 

 

As of May 28th our balance was $16,933-4 

 

 

 

 

Editorôs Report  
 

We are now in May 2019, how the time has flown. As Editors, the only way we can produce 

an interesting Newsletter is to have content in editorials and photos, sent in by our Chapter 

Members, without your input, it makes it very hard to produce an interesting Newsletter.  

 

We can only keep asking for some input from our Members so we can enter them into this 

Newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members  
 

 

Peter James   NSW 

Jim Peters   VIC 

Lachlan McCann  QLD 
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              Things For Sale 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Brand New 4 X BF Goodrich Silvertown Redline Radial tyres. 205-75-15  
PERFECT tyres for a C2 corvette in particular  67.  
Asking $1300 
Can assist with freight at buyers expense. 
Jim Peters 
0411587876 
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Terry New Shed  
 

 

 

 
The WA group at Terryôs Shed  

Road Tour Darling Range to Bedfordale  
 
On Sunday the 14

th
 April, NCRS WA members had the choice of attending a local car show or as 

Morten Benjaminsen suggested, rather than sit at show for 6 hours we should take a road tour to a 

very nice restaurant in the Perth Hills. 

 

Luckily we chose the Road tour and what a lovely day it turned out to be, the rain held off for a drive 

in our beautiful corvettes.  We met at the Seven Eleven in Great Eastern Highway near the airport.   
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Four Corvettes attended along with Brad and Nicholasôs Mazda as it was too wet for his 58. 

We cruised onto Great Eastern Highway towards the Darling scarp, then onto Kalamunda Road and 

up the hill to Kalamunda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We headed south through the Darling Range with lots of magnificent scenery to feast our eyes on our 

winding, hilly drive thru the orchards of Pickering Brook and the bush of Karragullen and 

Roleystone. 

 

We arrived at the Last Drop Inn in the Elizabethan Village in Bedfordale were we were greeted by Daryl the 

Publican and his staff, who had arranged parking for our Corvettes. 
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The pub and buildings are a step back in time to Elizabethan era, where the classical architecture is 

modelled on William Shakespeare's birthplace and Anne Hathaway's cottage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We parked the Corvettes and proceeded to the bar. 

 

 

 

 



 

NCRS AUSTRALIA INC CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

 MARCH APRIL MAY 2019 Page 17 of 62 

 
 

We enjoyed an excellent, lunch, good company and only one more beer. 
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Two of the members were very hungry! 

 

 
Members attending were, Morten Benjaminsen & Danielle, Brad and Nicola Watkins, Gary Cowans 

Andrew and Sharon Ridge, Wendy and Neil Bishop. 
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Across Australia in 2009 ZR1 Number 36 
 
 

Early in 2008 Terry Martin read an article on a car Corvette were to build called a ZR1. He made up 

his mind to buy one. Being we are in Perth Western Australia this was to be a difficult task. After a 

great deal of effort he located one in Las Vegas Nevada and made the purchase.  

 

The problems did not stop there. The car was trucked to Los Angeles for shipping to Australia. The 

shipping company went into receivership and the container with the car inside was misplaced. An 

anxious time later receivers for the company located the container but by now almost a year had 

passed. The container was cleared and finally it was shipped to Melbourne Australia the car was 

unloaded from the container and finally sent by train to Perth.  

 

Fast forward to 2018 and the Australian National Corvette Convention was held in Perth Western 

Australia hosted by Corvettes of Western Australia. As has become the custom NCRS attends these 

events and joins in celebrating the many facets of Corvette ownership.  

 

Post the National convention held in Perth Terry decided to drive his 2009 ZR1 Corvette to the 2019 

convention to be held over the Easter weekend at Sanctuary Cove Resort near Brisbane. 
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The plan was hatched and Terry asked me to ride shotgun which was an offer I could not refuse.  

After 43 years of Corvette ownership and adventures this would be hard to beat. 

 

Most all of the roads on the journey are single lane each way with gravel shoulders. In most cases the 

trucks called Road Trains in Australia completely fill the lane. Overtaking these 37 meter monsters 

requires a degree of skill and daring as you are in the opposite lane for some time wearing the bumps 

and trying to keep your wheels out of the gravel on the opposite side of the road. Added to this you 

have to dodge the dead Kangaroos killed the night before by the Road Trains.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At 5.30am on Wednesday, 10 April we set off from Perth. The car was fitted with a Bra and the rest 

of the front was covered with a car glad wrap to protect the body. The day unfolded gracefully the 

only drama being a ñLow Fuelò light just outside Coolgardie, but we made the fuel stop without 

incident. By Midday we were well into the ñoutbackò and going strong along the 90 mile straight on 

the Eyre Highway.  
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By late afternoon Terry who had been driving all day had reached Cocklebiddy which is a Gas station 

with some motel units attached.  This was the longest drive we have ever made in the first day being 

1160kmôs!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 An early start next morning, now well into no mans land, we were able to get going. Early in the day 

we crossed into South Australia where we have never seen any Highway Patrol cars on previous 

trips.  Terry had been driving at some classified speed for some time when he decided to slow down, 

just as well as we were stopped between Ceduna and Port Augusta. The radar showed he was doing 

122 in a 110 zone. As luck would have it a caution was the result so we pressed on stopping at Kimba 

in South Australia for the night, having done a further 1000kmôs. A trip to the Kimba Hotel for 

dinner and a great helping of Grand Maôs Roast ended day two.  
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  Port Augusta and headed North East towards New South Wales and Broken Hill. The first part of 

the day the road wound through some steep hills then out onto flat open plains country which was 

very like the Nullarbor Plains. Flat country with straight roads. The road surface was becoming rough 

and with Run Flats on the car it was hard going. The impact through the car shook our teeth, these 

were very rough roads.  After reaching Broken Hill early we decided to keep going to a town called 

Wilcannia. When we arrived there we thought we had arrived on the set of Deliverance!  Canôt stay 

here we agreed, so we had to make a further 261kmôs to a town called Cobar. This drive would 

require some night driving which we never do due to Kangaroos on the road. We not only had 

Kangaroos to dodge but also wild Goats were everywhere. Finally we arrived unscathed and stayed 

for the night. 

 

Day four a bumpy 700kmôs put us in Goondiwindi in Queensland. We had a crack in the windshield 

by now and called at a windscreen repair shop who drilled the crack and injected some resin into the 

glass to stop it running. This repair held up all the way home! 

 

Day five, we made a leisurely drive to Toowoomba where we had arranged to stay with friends. 

 

Day six we travelled on to Brisbane where we met up with Garry and Tania Wilkinson and stayed 

with them at their friends house, parked the Vette and had a very pleasant couple of days looking 

around Brisbane. 

 

Easter Friday we caught up with some more crew and arrived at the convention at Sanctuary Cove. 

We were slightly upstaged by a Mclaren parked outside the reception but we both agreed it would not 

have withstood what the Corvette had endured on the outback roads of Australia!  

 

On Easter Monday 22nd April after the farewell breakfast, we loaded the Vette, put the bra and 

plastic 

wrap back on and headed west. A late start meant we made only 620kmôs and stopped for the night at 

Narrabri in New South Wales. By now we had the gas and go working down pat so we clicked off 

960kmôs to Broken Hill for another overnight stay.  

The car had developed a low RPM squeak which had us under the hood for the first time. Terry 

cleaned the main drive belt and after 570ks we were again at Kimba in South Australia. The squeak 

had gone so had the bumpy rough roads of south west Queensland and outback north west New 

South Wales. Boyed by our success we went to the Kimba Hotel and chowed down on another issue 

of Grandmaôs roast. 
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We left Kimba after a good breakfast and headed to Ceduna for a fuel stop.  

 

 
 

 

 

Now keen to be home we upped the pace a little and by late afternoon we decided to stop at Caiguna 

on the Nullarbor Plains.  
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We had covered 1194kmôs, but this time with two drivers. Caiguna, which is typical of all these 

places, is a gas station with motel unitôs .For us, Caiguna will be forever remembered as having the 

most expensive beer in Australia! Terry, who has a liking for Crown Lager, had to pay $45.00 for a 

six pack!! 

 

Up at first light we headed to Norseman 372kmôs away for breakfast. Now with 719kmôs to Perth we 

only made one more fuel stop in Merredin and by 5.30 pm we were in my driveway. 

 

A short story as I have written here seems most inadequate to cover this adventure. You canôt 

describe the thrill of driving what I consider the modern day Corvette L88. A purpose built race car. I 

know it was never sold as one but believe me when I say it is one.  

 

You canôt hear the radio at high speed with run flats, suck it up. The ride over rough roads is 

horrendous how we never broke anything is a testament to the car. The rear luggage rack is was full 

adding to the weight but it never actually bottomed out. 

 

I was privileged to drive 2438ks and I will never forget an inch. You start off a bit cocky, I have 

some high performance Big Blocks, but you had better get your ability in focus because here is a car 

that is far outside your capabilities.  

 

Passing 37 metre long Road Trains which are doing 100km/h on rough roads, right hand wheels on 

the edge of the bitumen road you have to steer hard as the wide tyres dart around You donôt need to 

downshift, on the rough roads it will start it loose traction.  

 

And yes folks we had the traction control on. You just gas it and hang on! You come out the front of 

the truck at 170km/h plus, 200km/h if you keep in it for a few more seconds! This is really what high 

performance motoring is all about. All this with Aircon blowing! 

 

The total journey was 10,000kmôs and we are claiming a world record for a single purpose run in a 

ZR1! 

No oil used no coolant used, just needs a good clean 

 

A big thank you to Terry for inviting me along we certainly were ñLiving the Dreamò 

 

Colin Morris NCRS 7547, Life member Corvettes of Western Australia, Founder NCRS Australian 

Chapter. 

Terry Martin NCRS 30573, Member Corvettes of Western Australia, Founder NCRS Australian 

Chapter. 
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Photo of the New C8 Corvette  
 

 

 

 
 

Multiple high-performance variants are set to follow in quick succession, including Z06, 
ZR1, and a range-topping hybrid that may use the Zora  name.  

The current thinking is that the Z06 will have a DOHC 5.5-liter V-8 with a flat-plane 
crankshaft, while the ZR1 will add twin turbochargers to that engine, and the Zora  will 
get the twin -turbo V -8 and  an electric motor  in the front axle to cement its place as 
the mos t powerful Corvette , with a combined power rating that could approach 1000 
horsepower. 
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2019 Road Tour and National Convention in QLD 
 

After loading the 67 up, Murray & Wendy drove to Dubbo, where we met up the SA Road Tour for 

lunch at the local bakery. 

 
 

 

 

 

Murray was able to arrange parking for the Corvette convoy in the local Association car park. It was 

awesome to meet up with John & Jenny again, they had arranged this Road Tour. There were 

members from the SA Car Club and the Melbourne Corvette Car Club. 
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One of the many rest stops along the way, on our Road Tour to the second nightôs accommodation in 

Narrabri. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


